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Jan. 25: US Customs Orion P-3 radar aircraft commenced overflights in Mexican airspace aimed
at detecting the northbound flow of Colombian cocaine. Jan. 29: Mexican government agencies
issued conflicting reports on details of the US overflight missions. In a statement, the Foreign
Ministry said that "non-operational radar flights crossing Mexican airspace are not contemplated
on a permanent basis, but individual cases will be authorized by Mexican authorities upon request
by the United States. "Mexico only authorizes non-operational transit, on a case by case basis,
of such radar aircraft, with their radar turned off from the moment of take-off at US bases to
Colombian destinations. [To ensure] US compliance...Mexican authorities demand the presence
of a Mexican official on any such non-operational flight while crossing Mexican airspace." In
Washington, Jorge Carillo Olea, anti-drug chief under the Mexican Attorney General's office, said
his government had approved for the first time the transit of US Customs P-3 aircraft in Mexican
airspace en route to Colombia, with a Mexican official on board. Attorney General Enrique Alvarez
del Castillo denied that the government had granted the US permission to use Mexican airspace
in anti-drug trade operations. Sources in the Mexican Attorney General's office said the first P-3
plane had commenced "daily and permanent" reconnaissance flights toward Colombia last Friday,
crossing Mexican airspace. The Mexico City News quoted an unidentified official as saying that
the P-3's take off from Texas, cross the Gulf of Mexico, enter Mexican airspace at the Isthmus of
Tehuantepec, and continue on to Panamanian and Colombian airspace where they monitor the
take-off and flight patterns of aircraft suspected of transporting drugs. After detecting the take-off
of a Colombian aircraft suspected of carrying cocaine, and which has continued northbound flight
into Mexican territory, the P-3 relays the message to the Attorney General's office radar stations. At
this point, Mexican authorities are expected to pursue the intruder aircraft with recently acquired
Citation planes. Jan. 30: Carrillo Olea emphasized that the P-3 radar flights are of a "technical
nature, not military...The criticism voiced by some congresspersons concerning this issue is not
based on knowledge of the facts." The official continued by asserting that US-Mexico agreements
do not violate national sovereignty, but are intended to fight the drug trade at an international
level. Feb. 18: According to a report by The Mexico City News, the state of Guerrero is the largest
poppy (opium) producer in Latin America. Poppy cultivation is also found in Sinaloa, Durango
and Chihuahua states. Feb. 21: The Mexican Attorney General's office announced confiscation
of 666 kg. of cocaine base, worth an estimated $171 million. Alongwith the cocaine base, Manuel
Garcia Leyva was captured and arrested by police at a ranch in Camargo, Chihuahua state. Feb. 26:
The US Embassy reported that US aid to Mexico in 1991 for anti-drug efforts totals $18.3 million.
Frank Shuls, a DEA spokesperson in Washington, quoted a 1990 State Department report as
saying that Mexico received about $15 million in 1989, and in 1990, for the same program. March
7: At a meeting of the Inter-American Commission Against Drug Abuse (CICAD) in Queretaro,
participants described as "extremely irresponsible" the Inter-American Development Bank's refusal
to fund grants for research into drug crop substitution efforts. Jorge Carrillo Olea, Mexico's antinarcotics program chief, and recently-elected CICAD president, said Commission funds at present
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total only $40,000. Last year's operating budget was $500,000, not including funds designated for
specific projects. March 13: The DEA issued a statement accusing 22 Mexican chemical companies
of selling products used in drug processing to narcotics traffickers. The statement did not identify
the companies. March 14: Mexican private sector spokespersons responded to the DEA statement
with furious denials and demands for names and proof. The accusations, they said, constitute
an attempt to weaken Mexican business in the upcoming free trade negotiations. Vicente Mayo
Garcia, president of the National Chamber of Commerce, said, "We must prepare for the counterattack." (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 01/25/91; La Jornada, 01/30/91, 01/31/91, 02/19/91, 02/22/91,
03/08/91; El Nacional, 01/30/91, 01/31/91, 02/22/91, 02/27/91; El Financiero, 01/30/19, 01/31/91,
03/08/91, 03/11/91, 03/12/91; The Mexico City News, 01/30/91, 01/31/91, 02/18/91, 02/27/91, 03/11/91;
Uno Mas Uno, 03/08/91, 03/15/91)
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